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Abstract: The bristled pipe robot moving in the pipe on the principle of friction difference is intended for locomotion in 
the pipe using the friction difference between the bristles and the pipe's inner wall. The robot consists of an 
electromagnetic linear actuator, on the frame of which the rear bristle block is attached and on its extension rod, the front 
bristle block is placed. The bristle blocks contain three bristle carriers and clamps. The bristles are the contact elements 
between the robot and the pipe's inner wall. The geometry of the bristles can be adjusted using the adjusting elements. 
The bristles are mounted on the robot so that the span of their free ends is greater than the inner diameter of the pipe, thus 
creating the desired normal and frictional force between the pipe wall and the bristle ends. The bristles are mounted at a 
mounting angle concerning the robot axis, thus creating a difference in friction between the pipe wall and the bristles as 
they move back and forth, resulting in a forward movement of the robot. 
 
1 Introduction 

If we imagine a vehicle moving on a solid surface, most 
of us imagine a kind of "monster" with wheels. However, 
it is not just the wheels that move the world, and in some 
situations, the wheels cannot cope, and what we often see 
on snowy and icy roads will happen. Therefore, 
unconventional types of contact elements between the 
moving means and the surface are increasingly used. The 
vast majority of them are inspired by biological patterns. 
All we need is a look at the fascinating movement of a 
spider, caterpillar or cockroach, etc. 

Pipe robot move in the pipeline, and their task is mostly 
inspection work, repair of the pipeline or installation of 
cables in the pipeline, or other special tasks. With the 
decreasing inner diameter of the pipe, wheel slippage 
becomes a serious problem, especially in the case of dirty 
pipes. 

Instead of wheels, it is possible to use, e.g. bristles. 
Then we are talking about a bristled in-pipe robot (fig. 1). 
This article deals with the application of bristles in the role 
of supporting elements for pipe robot. Bristles are bending 
springs that are embedded at one end. Bristles are often 
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used in common practice, e.g. for sealing the bearing 
spaces of rotating parts, which are exposed to extreme 
conditions (high pressure and temperature, the presence of 
aggressive substances, etc.) [1-21]. 

 
2 Robot motion analysis 

In the case of the solved in-pipe robot, the bristles are 
mounted on two modules around the circumference while 
they are positioned diagonally (obliquely) with respect to 
the axis of the robot and the pipe. A suitable actuator is to 
achieve a cyclic change in the distance between these 
bristle modules and, due to the existence of a friction 
difference between the bristle and the inner pipe wall as the 
bristle moves back and forth, the entire robot moves. The 
choice of the use of diagonal bristles (fig. 1) results from 
the experience in solving pipe robot within the solved 
research tasks. The problem is to design the bristles so that 
the movement of the robot is as efficient as possible. 

 

 

 
1 - actuator; 2 - front bristle block; 3 - rear bristle block; 4 - bristles; 5 - 

screw for fixing the bristle block; 6 - pipe 
Figure 1 The principle of locomotion of a pipe robot 

 
To derive the mean speed of the VS robot, it is possible 

to use the extended Hamiltonian principle for steady 
oscillation of the actuator. A representation of Hamilton's 
principle is that the robot moves to minimize the overall 
work done by the robot. This work includes WIW work done 
on the inner wall of the pipeline and external WE work. If 
we assume that the actuator will perform harmonic 
movements, then the speed of movement of the bristle end 
in the direction of the robot's movement is approximately 
described by (1), (2): 

( ) ( )tvvv bs ωω cos1 +=    (1) 

( ) ( )tvvv bs ωω cos2 −=    (2) 

Where: 
ω - angular velocity of the actuator, 
vS - steady speed actuator. 

The speeds v1 and v2 represent the bristle ends of the 
front and rear bristle blocks. 

The total work done by robot W is determined by (3): 
 

IWE WWW +=     (3) 

Where the work done by the front bristle block on the 
inner wall of the robot is (4): 
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And the work done by the robot's rear bristle block on 
the inner wall is (5): 
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The external work of the robot is defined by the 
relationship (6): 
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Where F is the traction force that can be derived from 
this relationship. 

The steady speed of the robot can then be derived in the 
form of (7): 
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The pipe robot is designed for movement inside the 

pipeline for the purpose of inspection or repair of damaged 
pipeline or for the purpose of transporting cables or other 
equipment inside the pipeline. Existing solutions usually 
use the wheeled principle of movement in the pipeline, but 
this principle of motion is ineffective if the inner wall of 
the pipeline is covered with dirt and deposits. The subject 
of this work is a robot that allows movement in the pipeline 
by means of bristles, which are contact elements with the 
wall of the pipeline and allow movement even along the 
dirty wall of the pipeline. 

 
3 The principle of the robot's function 

The robot is designed to move inside the pipeline. The 
contact elements of the robot are three bristles placed 
evenly around the perimeter of the robot in two blocks - 
front and rear block. The bristles are attached to the robot 
so that the span of their free ends is larger than the inner 
diameter of the pipe, and thus when the robot is inserted 
into the pipe, the bristles are deformed and a normal 
contact force and frictional force is created between the 
robot and the inner wall of the pipe (fig. 1). The bristles are 
held at a mounting angle with respect to the axis of the 
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robot, so that when the bristles move, there is a difference 
in frictional force. This means that the friction force 
between the bristle and the pipe wall is less when moving 
in the direction of the bristle bevel than when moving in 
the direction against the bristle bevel (fig. 1, 2). 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Pipe robot arrangement with adjustable bristles 
 
The rear bristle block is attached to the frame of the 

linear electromagnetic actuator coil. The front bristle block 
is attached to the extension rod of the linear 
electromagnetic actuator. Activation of the linear 
electromagnetic actuator cyclically extends and retracts the 
extension rod, thus creating a change in the relative 
position of the front and rear bristle blocks. The difference 
in the frictional force of the bristles will cause the robot to 
move forward (fig. 2). 

The essence of the robot is that the friction difference 
between the bristles and the inner wall of the pipe is used 
to create a movement of the robot in the pipe. 

The advantage of this piping robot solution is that it 
allows movement even in piping that is dirty and contains 
deposits. 

Another advantage is that the robot allows to adjust the 
geometry of the bristles - the length of the bristle 
attachment, the mounting angle of the bristles and the 
distance of the bristle attachment from the axis of the robot. 
By optimally adjusting the geometry of the bristles, it is 
possible to achieve that the return movement of the bristles 
is minimal and thus it is possible to achieve the 
phenomenon of self-locking of the return movement of the 
robot, thus increasing the efficiency of the robot movement 
in the pipeline (fig. 3).   

 

 

 
Figure 3 Pipe robot in the pipeline 

 
4 Realisation of a pipeline robot 

The robot comprises an electromagnetic linear actuator 
(1) for creating a linear reciprocating motion (fig. 4). A rear 
bristle block (3) is attached to the frame of the linear 
electromagnetic actuator (1).  

 

 
Figure 4 Electromagnetic linear actuator 

 
The front bristle block (2) is attached to the extension 

rod (9) of the electromagnetic linear actuator (1) (fig. 5). 
The front bristle block (2) and the rear bristle block (3) are 
identical.  

The bristle block (2, 3) comprises three bristle carriers 
(4), in which bristle clamps (6) with inserted bristles (5) are 
inserted. The bristle clamp (6) allows you to adjust the 
length of the free end of the bristle (5) and the mounting 
angle of the bristle (5). The carriers (4) are fastened with 
screws (7) for fastening the bristle carrier to the bristle 
block (2, 3) (fig. 6, 7). 

 

 
Figure 5 Bristle block 
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Figure 6 Bristle geometry adjustment mechanism 
 

 
 

 
1 - Electromagnetic linear actuator; 2 - Front bristle block; 3 - Rear 

bristle block; 4 - Bristle carrier; 5 - Bristles; 6 - Bristle clamp; 7 - Screw 
for attaching the bristle carrier to the bristle block; 8 - Spacers for 
adjusting the distance of the bristle from the robot axis; 9 - Linear 

actuator extension rod; 10 - Actuator stroke adjustment nut; 11 - Nuts 
for securing the front bristle block to the actuator extension rod; 12 - 

Actuator hanging eye; 13 - Piping 
Figure 7 Pipe robot components 

 
Under each bristle carrier (4), spacers (8) are inserted 

to adjust the distance of the bristle (5) from the axis of the 
robot. To adjust the stroke of the linear electromagnetic 
actuator (1), nuts (10) for adjusting the stroke of the 
actuator are arranged on the extension rod (9) of the 
actuator. The front bristle block (2) is attached to the 
extension rod (9) of the linear electromagnetic actuator by 
means of nuts (11) for holding the front block. The robot 
moves in the pipe (13) by cyclically changing the stroke of 
the actuator, using the difference of friction between the 
bristles (5) and the wall of the pipe (13). On the extension 
rod (9) of the electromagnetic linear actuator (1), 
suspension eyes (12) are attached for attaching the guide 
wire (fig. 7, 8). 

 

 

 
Figure 8 Pipe robot prototype 

 
The overall dimensions of the prototype (fig. 8) are 25 

mm in diameter and 80 mm in length. The robot was tested 
for pipes with an inner diameter of 35 mm. In this pipeline, 
the robot reached a maximum speed of 50 mm / min. But 
this is still the subject of further research in the future to 
find the optimal geometry to achieve the maximum speed 
and traction of the robot.  

 
5 Conclusion 

The application of bristles in the role of supporting 
elements for a pipe robot brings with it a number of 
advantages in the form of elimination of slippage on the 
contaminated inner surface of the pipe and better 
adaptation due to geometric deviations in the size and 
shape of the pipe. Their application is especially important 
for pipes with a small inner diameter (less than 25 mm). 
This work was focused on the design of a mechatronic 
system for a specified purpose, and other works are known 
from practice, where a similar methodology is followed 
[22-33]. 
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